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insisted that that it shoudld be closed down witout giving any
reasons for his insistence. The courageous Andhra leader
said that lie could not close down the daily for the         con-

sideration which influenced Gandhiji in South Africa to rerefuse
to close his " Indian opinion" weighed with him in his
determination to continue his paper.

However after this incident he had endless trouble with
Rajaji whose initial interest in the piper, dwindled into animos-
ity. No one know the reason as 10 why Gandhiji had taken
that attitude. A director of Swsrajya daily said ihat it was
Rajaji who had prejudiced Gandhiji. Further Rajaji suddenly
asked Frakasam to refund the amount of Rs. 10,000 that lie had
given to Swarajya earlier from the Congress fund. Prakasam
refused to pay as that amount was paid as a donation towards
the Tamil edition of Swarajya that was being published. This
was again referred to Gandhiji who once again supported Rajaji
and said the amount had to be returned. This unfortunate
harassment to Frakasam continued even after he had gone to jail;
for when he was serving his sentence his creditors got hold of all
theassetsof Prakasam including his press for which Prakasam
had not only spent his all but put ia about 12 lakhs that wa
collected. la a short while it was going 10 be independent but this
had happened. After he returned from the jail lie tried to revive
It but he could not,. After 14 years of good work it was closed
down in 1935. It was considered the best of the nationalist
papers. Even C, R. Das was said to have been inspired by tfa*s
and he started a daily called "Liberty".

In 1940 he stared another paper a Weekly this time in
English which had its Telugu and Tamil versions called the
"Village Republic". This was a small venture when compared
with, Swarajya. Prakasam says in regard to the oi/ject of this
paper, "Educating the masses and also the classes on the lints
that should be adopted not only for reviving the ancient village
republics but also to propagate, the idea of establishing the
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